
 

SOAH Hearings Capacity for Referring Agencies 

“The State Office of Administrative Hearings Announces the Agency’s Total 
Capacity for Fiscal Year 2026” 

 
September 1, 2025 - As the new state fiscal biennium begins (FY 2026-2027), the 
Texas Legislature has set the total hearings capacity for the State Office of 
Administrative Hearings (SOAH) for the next two years based on the projected 
number of judge hours required to meet the statewide demand for administrative 
hearings and mediation services. 
 
By routinely exceeding its performance metrics, SOAH’s team of 58 Administrative 
Law Judges (ALJs) manages a large caseload of more than 28,000 cases each year 
for over 60 agencies and hundreds of programs across Texas. SOAH’s dockets are 
routinely booked 3-6 months in advance, and every team member works at or above 
full capacity to meet caseload demands. 
 
SOAH uses a unique zero-based budget. Unlike most state agencies that receive 
baseline funding for their existing operations plus additional funds for new or 
expanded programs, SOAH’s funding is tied directly to the number of case hours 
worked by judges. This process is fully transparent, allowing each agency to project 
its own workload needs. The result is a highly efficient budget that ensures SOAH 
is responsibly managed and maintains a lean operation that closely align with the 
statewide demand for hearings – with no excess capacity or wasted funds.  
 
The agency’s annual budget is about $12.7 million per year based on two main 
sources of funding: 
 

• 49,121 ALJ hours funded by General Revenue appropriation. 
• 29,147 ALJ hours funded by the agencies that use SOAH’s services through 

Interagency Contracts (IAC). 
 

Under this funding model, the available hearings capacity for General Revenue 
caseloads is limited by the number of ALJ hours funded in the state budget for 2026-
27 biennium. By contrast, the hearings capacity for IAC caseloads is flexible over 
time, depending on each agency’s actual usage of SOAH services. SOAH’s 
maximum hearings capacity for both case types is also capped by the total number 
of available ALJ positions. 
 
The following table provides a detailed breakdown of each referring agency’s 
projected workload at SOAH by Method of Finance (MOF):  



 

 
 


